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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 1 7 are aU the claims pending in the application. Claims 1 -3, 7-9, and 
1 3-14 stand rejected on prior art grounds. Claims 4-6, 10-12, and 15-17 were objected to 
as being dependent upon rejected base claims, but the Examiner has indicated that they 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1-3, 7-9 and 13-14 are canceled herein without prejudice or disclaimer, 
thereby, rendering the rejection of these claims moot. Additionally, claims 4 and 5 are 
amended herein so that they are in independent form, including all of the limitations of 
claim 1 , and claim 6 depends from claim 5. Claims 1 0 and 11 are amended herein so that 
they are in independent form, including all of the limitations of claim 7, and claim 12 
depends from claim 11. Finally, claims 15 and 16 are amended herein so that they are in 
independent form, including all of the limitations of claim 13, and claim 17 is amended 
so that it depends from claim 16. 

The Applicants note that claims 4-6, 10- 12 and 15- 17 are properly supported in 
the specification and accompanying drawings, and no new matter is being added. 
Consequently, the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the objections. 

n. Formal Matters and Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that claims 4-6, 10-12 and 15-17, all 
the claims presently pending in the application, are patentably distinct from the prior art 
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